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About Meadow Pre-school 
Meadow has been providing a welcoming, happy 
and safe environment for pre-school children to 
learn, play and develop for over thirty years.  
Our aim is to encourage children to learn, gain 
confidence, become socially aware and develop 
the ability to express themselves in a caring and 
friendly environment.  
Meadow’s has its own hall on Albert Road in 
which there is a main room for indoor activities, a 
smaller room for reading and quiet activities and a 
large landscaped garden for riding bikes, climbing, 
digging in the sandpit and running about. 
Meadow’s Manager Bev Pritchard has completed 
her degree in Childcare and Education and has 
achieved the new ‘Early Years Professional 
Status’ qualification. She and her team will be 
happy to talk to you about your child and their 
progress at Meadow at any time. 
Ofsted monitors our pre-school, its learning 
environment and curriculum. In 2008 Meadow 
changed its legal status and was obliged to re-
register with Ofsted. As a result we were issued 
with a new Ofsted number. The Ofsted website 
shows the most recent inspection report (2009).  
For the latest Ofsted report see: 
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-
inspection-report/provider/CARE/EY378947  
For our previous inspection reports please visit 
the Meadow Pre-school website on 
www.meadowpreschool.org.uk. 
Meadow is a registered charity and managed by a 
Committee of parents. You are more than 
welcome to join the Committee and help us to 
manage and develop Meadow. 
As your child’s first educator, Meadow welcomes 
you and strongly encourages you to continue to 
help your child to learn and grow, and to become 

involved with the further development of the Pre-
school. 

Starting at Meadow 
Meadow takes children from two years of age; 
your child can start at any time of the year, 
provided we have vacancies. 
It is important that your child feels settled and 
comfortable at Meadow. For the first few sessions 
you are welcome to stay a while to help them 
settle in.  
It takes some children longer than others to 
become settled into a new environment, 
especially a group one. If you have any concerns 
do speak to any of the staff. 

 
Water play in the garden 

Childcare Staff 
Meadow has a team of seven childcare staff. The 
children refer to them as Aunties and Uncle, using 
their first name.  
Bev Pritchard, the pre-school manager, and her 
deputy Gail Whale, both have NVQ Level 3 
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qualifications in childcare and education. Bev has 
completed her degree in Childcare and Education 
and has achieved the new ‘Early Years 
Professional Status’ qualification. She has also 
recently completed her Level 1 Forest School 
qualification. Gail Whale is the pre-school’s child 
protection officer. Both Liz Estabrook and Alison 
Jackson hold an NVQ level 3 qualification while 
Sarah Pattenden is an NVQ Level 2. Camilla 
Hughes is a level 3 practitioner and originally 
joined Meadow as a one-to-one special needs 
support worker. Tony Powell (PLA Training 
Certificate) is a talented musician who plays the 
piano and accordion bringing live music to the 
children at Meadow. 

Opening times 

 Morning Session Afternoon 
Session  Unfunded Funded 

Monday 9.15-11.45 9.15-12.15 12.15-2.45
Tuesday 9.15-11.45 9.15-12.15 12.15-2.45
Wednesday 9.15-11.45 9.15-12.15 12.15-2.45
Thursday 9.15-11.45 9.15-12.15 12.15-2.45
Friday 9.15-11.45 9.15-12.15 12.15-2.45

 

Please use the form at the back of this prospectus 
in order to express your interest in Meadow Pre-
School. Choose your child’s sessions in 
consultation with the manager, Bev Pritchard, or 
with the Deputy Manager, Gail Whale, who will be 
able to tell you about vacancies in particular 
sessions.  
Children under three usually attend between two 
and four sessions a week in the afternoons. Once 
your child is three they become eligible for funded 
childcare according to the following criteria: 

 Term 1 (September) - if your child reached 
their third birthday between 1 April and 31 
August 

 Term 3 (January) - if your child reached their 
third birthday between 1 September and 31 
December 

 Term 5 (April) - if your child reached their third 
birthday between 1 January and 31 March  

The funding entitles your child to five sessions a 
week. This could be five separate sessions or two 
and a half full days. You are welcome to pay for 
additional sessions at the normal rate. 

Term dates 
Meadow follows the local school year, with our 
holidays in line with theirs. The term dates for the 
academic year 2012/13 are as follows: 
Term 1: Wed 4 Sept – Fri 25 Oct 2013 
Term 2: Mon 4 Nov – Fri 20 Dec 2013 
Term 3: Mon 6 Jan – Fri 14 Feb 2014 
Term 4: Mon 24 Feb – Fri 4 Apr 2014 
Term 5: Mon 22 Apr – Fr 23 May 2014 
Term 6: Mon 2 Jun – Wed 23 July 2014 
 
Inset days will be confirmed as the academic year 
progresses, please watch the notice board, 
website and newsletters for more information.The 
curriculum 

The Curriculum 
Our curriculum is guided by the Early Years 
Foundation Stage (2012). The Early Years 
Foundation Stage (EYFS) is the statutory 
framework that sets the standards that all Early 
Years providers must meet to ensure that children 
learn and develop well and are kept healthy and 
safe. 
Curriculum activities are presented to cater for 
differing development levels and preferred 
learning styles. In each session, we work in small 
groups giving the children an opportunity for group 
discussion and also in larger or whole groups for 
songs, stories and music. 

The Prime Areas 
1. Communication and language  

Listening and attention: children listen 
attentively in a range of situations. They 
listen to stories, accurately anticipating key 
events and respond to what they hear with 
relevant comments, questions or actions. 
They give their attention to what others say 
and respond appropriately, while engaged in 
another activity. 
Understanding: children follow instructions 
involving several ideas or actions. They 
answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their 
experiences and in response to stories or 
events. 
Speaking: children express themselves 
effectively, showing awareness of listeners’ 
needs. They use past, present and future 
forms accurately when talking about events 
that have happened or are to happen in the 
future. They develop their own narratives and 
explanations by connecting ideas or events. 
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2. Physical development  
Moving and handling: children show good 
control and co-ordination in large and small 
movements. They move confidently in a 
range of ways, safely negotiating space. 
They handle equipment and tools effectively, 
including pencils for writing. 
Health and self-care: children know the 
importance for good health of physical 
exercise, and a healthy diet, and talk about 
ways to keep healthy and safe. They manage 
their own basic hygiene and personal needs 
successfully, including dressing and going to 
the toilet independently.  

3. Personal, social and emotional development 
Self-confidence and self-awareness: children 
are confident to try new activities, and say 
why they like some activities more than 
others. They are confident to speak in a 
familiar group, will talk about theirideas, and 
will choose the resources they need for their 
chosen activities. They say when they do or 
don’t need help. 
Managing feelings and behaviour: children 
talk about how they and others show 
feelings, talk about their own and others’ 
behaviour, and its consequences, and know 
that some behaviour is unacceptable. They 
work as part of a group or class, and 
understand and follow the rules. They adjust 
their behaviour to different situations, and 
take changes of routine in their stride. 
Making relationships: children play co-
operatively, taking turns with others. They 
take account of one another’s ideas about 
how to organise their activity. They show 
sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings, and 
form positive relationships with adults and 
other children. 

The Specific Areas 
4. Literacy 

Reading: children read and understand 
simple sentences. They use phonic 
knowledge to decode regular words and read 
them aloud accurately. They also read some 
common irregular words. They demonstrate 
understanding when talking with others about 
what they have read. 
Writing: children use their phonic knowledge 
to write words in ways which match their 
spoken sounds. They also write some 
irregular common words. They write simple 
sentences which can be read by themselves 
and others. Some words are spelt correctly 
and others are phonetically plausible. 

5. Mathematics 
Numbers: children count reliably with 
numbers from 1 to 20, place them in order 
and say which number is one more or one 
less than a given number. Using quantities 
and objects, they add and subtract two 
single-digit numbers and count on or back to 
find the answer. They solve problems, 
including doubling, halving and sharing. 
Shape, space and measures: children use 
everyday language to talk about size, weight, 
capacity, position, distance, time and money 
to compare quantities and objects and to 
solve problems. They recognise, create and 
describe patterns. They explore 
characteristics of everyday objects and 
shapes and use mathematical language to 
describe them 

6. Understanding the world 
People and communities: children talk about 
past and present events in their own lives 
and in the lives of family members. They 
know that other children don’t always enjoy 
the same things, and are sensitive to this. 
They know about similarities and differences 
between themselves and others, and among 
families, communities and traditions. 
The world: children know about similarities 
and differences in relation to places, objects, 
materials and living things. They talk about 
the features of their own immediate 
environment and how environments might 
vary from one another. They make 
observations of animals and plants and 
explain why some things occur, and talk 
about changes. 
Technology: children recognise that a range 
of technology is used in places such as 
homes and schools. They select and use 
technology for particular purposes 

7. Expressive arts and design 
Exploring and using media and materials: 
children sing songs, make music and dance, 
and experiment with ways of changing them. 
They safely use and explore a variety of 
materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, texture, 
form and function 
Being imaginative: children use what they 
have learnt about media and materials in 
original ways, thinking about uses and 
purposes. They represent their own ideas, 
thoughts and feelings through design and 
technology, art, music, dance, role-play and 
stories.  
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Story time with Auntie Gail 

More information 
If you wish to know more about our Pre-school’s 
curriculum, please speak to any of the staff. 

Settling-in 
When a child begins at Meadow we explain the 
process of settling-in with his/her parents/carers 
and jointly decide on the best way to help the child 
to settle.  
We offer the parent/carers the opportunity to stay 
for most of the session during the first week, 
gradually taking time away from their child, 
increasing this as and when the child is able to 
cope. 
We judge a child to be settled when they have 
formed a relationship with a member of staff; for 
example the child looks for a member of staff 
when he/she arrives, goes to them for comfort, 
and seems pleased to be with them. The child is 
also familiar with where things are and is pleased 
to see other children and participate in activities.  
We use the settling-in period to begin to assess 
who will be the best key person for the child and 
their family. We allocate a key person to each 
child and their family. 

Key person 
As stated above, each child and his/her family is 
allocated a key person. This member of staff will 
be your first point of contact if you wish to discuss 
your child’s progress or if you need to make the 
staff aware of an issue that may affect your child. 
As Meadow is a small and community-based 
pre-school each parent is welcome to approach 

any member of staff, and should not feel limited to 
the key person team members. 
Meadow operates an “open door” policy to 
parents, who can discuss their child’s 
development at any time. 

Special educational needs 
Meadow provides equal opportunity of learning for 
all children, including those with special 
educational needs. Our staff is experienced in 
working with children with a range of physical and 
learning disabilities. If you wish to discuss your 
child’s own particular needs, please make an 
appointment with Bev, who is our Special 
Educational Need Co-ordinator. 
Currently we do not have wheelchair access to 
the Pre-school, but we are working towards this.  

Curriculum news 
Information sharing about what daily and weekly 
plans are afoot at Meadow can be found on the 
whiteboard at the entrance to the main room, and 
feedback and suggestions from parents are 
always welcome. 
News of termly activities are relayed to parents via 
the notice board in the foyer, incorporating 
pictures and curriculum news whilst the newsletter 
is used to disseminate information about 
curriculum planning and learning groups.  

Outings and family activities 
Learning about our local environment is extremely 
important, so we to take the children on regular 
outings to Watts Meadow, the castle, the 
allotments, the library and to curriculum-focused 
places, for example, the doctor’s surgery. We will 
ask you to sign a consent form and notify you of 
outings.  
Every year we have an Easter Egg Hunt and 
Sports Day. Older children attend a Teddy Bears 
Picnic at Rochester Castle in the summer term 
whilst the under 3s have a picnic in the garden. At 
Christmas time we always have a Christmas play 
and a children’s party. 
At the end of the school year we hold a Leavers 
Ceremony for those going on to Primary School to 
celebrate their achievements at Meadow and to 
wish them well at their new schools.  
The Committee organizes a seaside trip at the 
end of the summer term for all the children and 
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their families. Each year the Committee holds 
fundraising fairs at Easter, in the summer and at 
Christmas to raise money for the pre-school; 
please bring everyone along, have a fun day out 
and contribute to the development of Meadow 
pre-school. 

 
“Going on a bear hunt” in Watts Meadow 

Fees 
Our fees are £7.50 per session and will be 
reviewed in September 2013. Fees and can be 
paid weekly, monthly or termly. Fees can be paid 
to the Meadow Administrator, Deirdre Williams, or 
to Auntie Bev or Auntie Gail at the beginning of 
sessions. To help Meadow’s administration we 
ask that fees, whether cash or cheque, be handed 
to Meadow staff in a sealed envelope clearly 
marked with your child's name, the date and the 
amount enclosed. Termly invoices are issued 
logging how much has been paid. These invoices 
can also be used as a receipt for fees paid.  
For information about funding for children above 
three years old see page 2 (above).  
If your child is ill and cannot attend please call the 
pre-school to let us know. Fees are still due if your 
child is absent from Meadow through illness, 
holiday or for other reasons.  

What to wear 
Please dress your child in clothes and sensible 
shoes that will enable them to move about freely 
and explore, and something easily washable and 
nothing too new!  
It is good for children to practice the skills of 
independence; so simple clothes that they can 
handle themselves when they go to the toilet are 
perfect. 
On wet days please bring a rain coat and boots 
for your child. On hot days please provide a sun 

hat and apply sun cream before you leave your 
child with us.  
All clothing should have your child’s name clearly 
marked. Please bring extra clothing in case your 
child has an accident and make sure it is clearly 
labeled and on the hooks in the main hall. 
Jewellery, particularly hoop earrings, necklaces 
and bracelets, can be dangerous when children 
are active, please ask your child to remove them 
before they arrive at Meadow. 

Ill health 
If your child is unable to attend a session due to 
illness or otherwise, please call 814122 to notify 
Meadow of their absence.  
If your child becomes ill whilst at Meadow, we will 
contact you immediately and ask you to collect 
your child. We ensure that there is always a 
trained First Aider on site. 
We will need your consent to contact your child’s 
doctor or the emergency services, if they become 
seriously ill or have a serious accident whilst at 
Meadow. Please fill in the Consent Form with the 
Registration Form. 
If your child develops a contagious illness, please 
follow your doctor’s advice about how long they 
should be absent from Meadow. 
If your child has an ongoing health condition that 
will affect their activities at Meadow, please inform 
us on your registration form.  
If you require our staff to administer regular or 
emergency medicine for an identified condition, 
this medication needs to be clearly labelled with 
your child’s name. Please speak to one of the 
First Aiders for advice. 

Hygiene 
Children are encouraged to wash their hands after 
visiting the toilet and before eating. 
If you child has a toilet accident or they spill water 
on themselves they will be cleaned and dressed in 
their spare clothes, and their dirty clothes will be 
packed up for you to take home.  
If your child uses nappies, please always supply 
spare nappies and a spare set of clothes. They 
will of course be changed if they soil their nappy. 
Meadow does not have nappy disposal, therefore 
you will be asked to take the soiled nappy home 
for disposal. 
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We are afraid that Head lice or Nits are a fact of 
school life. In order to minimise their presence 
please check your child’s hair weekly using a nit 
comb available from the chemist. 

Snack time 
During both the morning and afternoon sessions, 
children are given a drink and a healthy snack, 
such as fruit or carrot sticks. If there is anything 
your child is allergic to, it is important that you 
notify us on the Registration Form.  

Lunchtime 
Children staying for lunch must bring a packed 
lunch in a sturdy lunchbox with their name clearly 
marked. 
We encourage you to provide a healthy lunch with 
fresh vegetables and fruit. Please don’t supply too 
many sugar filled products. Meadow supplies 
water for children having lunch. If you need more 
information about lunchtimes we can provide you 
with a lunchtime guidance information sheet. 
Meadow has a nut-free policy to protect against 
allergic reactions, please respect this when you 
are packing lunch boxes. 

Birthdays 
We celebrate all children’s birthdays by lighting a 
mock cake and singing happy birthday. The 
birthday boy or girl receives a birthday card and a 
celebration sweet. 
In support of our Healthy Eating principles, we ask 
that you do not bring in birthday cakes or sweets 
for the children. 

Pushchairs 
If your child has a sibling using a pushchair, you 
are welcome to bring the buggy into the main hall 
when you are dropping your child off and 
collecting them. But please be considerate of 
other parents and children. 
We ask that you do not leave your pushchair in 
Meadow’s Hall whilst your child is attending, there 
is covered storage outside the front of the hall. 

Moving on from Meadow 
Children now start Primary School at the 
beginning of the Autumn Term after their fourth 
birthday. 
We work closely with the local Infant and Primary 
Schools to help prepare the children for the 
transition to school.  
Children may take a trip to the primary school they 
are to attend; or the Reception class teacher from 
their school may visit Meadow. 
To mark the end of their pre-school years and to 
celebrate their achievements at Meadow we hold 
a Leavers Ceremony at the end of the Summer 
Term for the children leaving and their parents. 

Feedback to parents 
Two newsletters are produced every two terms. 
Bev writes one newsletter with details of activities 
the children have taken part in that term, and 
giving details of curriculum plans for the coming 
term. The Meadow Committee produces the other 
newsletter which gives the parents news of 
fundraising activities, special events and 
improvement plans.  
There is one formal parent’s evening per school 
year when parents are invited to speak to staff 
about their child’s development, and an “open 
door” policy throughout the school year. 
Each child has a personal folder which details 
his/her individual development throughout their 
time at Meadow. These folders are available for 
parents/carers to view and/or contribute to at any 
time. Please bring in details of your child’s 
activities outside preschool to share with us. 
Meadow always welcomes parent/carers who 
wish to contribute to the pre-school. Meadow 
welcome parents to Stay & Play during any of the 
sessions. Please speak to Bev about your 
availability and the guidelines for staying and 
playing. A helping hand is also greatly appreciated 
on outings. We do ask that in order to comply with 
legislation parents cannot use cameras/camera 
phones during stay and play sessions or on 
outings. 
Information about your child and the pre-school 
curriculum is always available for you to access. 
The policies and procedures of Meadow are 
available for you to read on the notice board in the 
foyer. 
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The Committee 
Meadow needs you to join! We are a charity run 
by a Committee of parents. Without the 
Committee there would be no Meadow Pre-
School. Come and join the Committee to help with 
fundraising, gardening, management and 
administration. For more information please see 
the notice board in the foyer. 
Everyone is welcome to attend our regular 
Gardening & DIY Days to help improve the indoor 
and outdoor environment at Meadow. Posters are 
put up on the notice boards advertising these 
days. 
As Meadow is a charity, we are constantly 
fundraising for money to develop the Pre-school. 
Just attending and spending at the Easter, 
summer or Christmas Fairs really helps, but if you 
want to become involved in their organisation, 
please contact the Fundraising Committee via the 
foyer notice board. 

 
Playing in the snowy garden 

What the children say: 
Taken from a recent Parent’s Questionnaire:  
“I like it because you can go outside even when it 
is raining” 
“I like going to Meadow because there is water, 
playdough, food colouring, drawing, paper and a 
slide” 

What the Parents Say 
“I only have praise for Meadow – Bev and her 
team are to be highly commended – a really 
friendly, caring and fun atmosphere that allows 
children to develop in all areas. I can only thank 
everyone involved for the years [my child] has 
attended. I would definitely not hesitate to 
recommend anyone to register their child here.” 
“I think Meadow is a great pre-school …” 
“I think the children have grown ready for school 
in a non-fussy and simple way, without pressure.” 
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A Place at Meadow 
 
If you are interested in a place at Meadow Pre-school please fill in the form below and return 
to Bev Pritchard or Gail Whale and they can let you know availability of places. 

 
 
Name of Child  
Date of Birth  
Name of Parent/Guardian  
Contact Telephone Number  
Proposed Start Date  

 

Sessions required (please tick): 

 Morning  
 Unfunded Funded Afternoon 
Monday    
Tuesday    
Wednesday    
Thursday    
Friday    

 
 
This is not an official registration form. Please use this form to express your interest in 
Meadow Pre-school. Once your child has been offered a place you will be asked to register 
your child properly, and give specific information regarding your child’s care requirements. 


